Cancer Research UK is to fund more work on pancreatic, lung and oesophageal cancer and will open up to 20 more research centres as part of its plans to disburse £1.5 billion (US$2.3 billion) over the next five years. The charity, the world's largest independent funder of cancer research, already provides core funding for seven dedicated cancer institutes in Britain.
The charity recently delayed making decisions on applications for project grants, due in January 2009, until April. But it will press ahead with its five-year strategy commitment despite the financial downturn. "We are weathering the storm, " says Kumar. Europe's synchrotron sharpens up its X-rays
The European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF) has won approval to begin a €177-million (US$224-million) upgrade of its facility in Grenoble, France (pictured). On 25 November, the ESRF council, which represents 19 member states, approved funding for construction to begin on eight new beamlines for the facility. The new lines will deliver sharply focused beams of X-rays just tens of nanometres in diameter.
Among other applications, researchers plan to use them to image the nanometre-scale features of various materials and follow the progress of chemical reactions. Other synchrotrons have achieved similar-sized beams, but the ESRF's will be the first available for general use by scientists. Construction of all eight lines is expected to run until the end of 2015, but the first ones could be ready as soon as mid-2013. 
